








2. Narrative Descri tion 
In the space below, provide a brret narrative description of the project. Explain WHAT is to be done in 
State Board defined terms, NOT WHY it is being done. If the project site does NOT have a street 
address, include a legal description of the site. Include the rationare regarding the project's classification 
as substantive or non-substantive. 

The University of Chicago Medical Center proposes to construct a four-story. specialized clinical 
laboratory facility along East Garfield Boulevard in Chicago's Washington Park neighborhood 
(the "?rojecttt) approximately one mile from the Medical Center. The Project will consolidate 
and replace clinical Jaboratory operations, expand diagnostic capacity, support current and 
projected patient-care needs, and create healthcare employment and educational pathways for 
South Side residents. 

Specifically) UCMC proposes to construct a 144,368 BGSF four-story building containing 
clinical laboratory space. The reviewable program consists of a High Containment Laboratory of 
2,072 DGSF together with 81 .480 GSF of cJinical laboratory sections: Laboratory Logistics and 
Support, a Core Lab, an Innovation Lab, Special Chemistry-Immunology, Anatomic Pathology, 
digital pathology. block and slide storage) Epidemiology, Microbiology and Molecular 
Microbiology. Transplant Immunology and Infection Lab (TIIL), and Clinical Genornics. 

The Project will also replace the pneumatic tube, trolley-package and courier deJivery used today 
with a dedicated and monitored specimen-transport system sized to maintain turnaround within 
UCMC's established 30-minute requirement. Consolidation accommodates projected testing 
volume growth in 83 ,552 DGSF of laboratory space, compared with the approximarely 105,000 
DOSF the laboratories occupy today) by eliminating support space duplicated acro.ss fourteen 
Jocations and pennitting automation the existing configuration cannot accommodate. 

The proposed clinical laboratory facility is part of a broader pannership among UChicago 
Medicine. the University of Chicago, and City Colleges of Chicago. City Colleges plans to 
construct a Malcolm X College Leaming Center on lhe adjacent property. The learning center 
will serve up to 800 students and establish Chicago's first dedicated clinical laboratory 
rechnician program. creating a direct educational pathv,ay into an occupation for which qualified 
employees are currently in short supply. 

The Project is classified as "non-substantive•· under Review Board regulations as it creates no 
new category of services and adds no beds. 
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