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      June 22, 2026 
Mike Constantino 
Supervisor, Project Review Section 
Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board 
525 West Jefferson Street, 2nd Floor 
Springfield, IL 62761 
 
Dear Mr. Constantino,  

 Thank you for the opportunity to comment in support of the proposed project #26-023, Advocates for Aging Care 
Long Term Care Facility, Savoy. While I made comments at the public hearing held June 9, 2026, I wanted to share written 
comments including recent legislation signed into law by Governor Pritzker after the hearing. 

Project 26-023 will establish a 120-bed cottage style skilled nursing facility (“Cottage SNF”) in Savoy, IL. This cottage SNF is an 
implementation of the Green House model, a distinct evidence-based model of care that differs from a traditional SNF model 
both in physical structure but also in its care delivery model. This innovative approach is not new but has been around since 
2003 and operates in multiple states. While the physical structure of private rooms in multiple cottages draws the most 
attention, the distinct care model is as much or even a greater innovation. The Cottage SNF will utilize “universal workers” 
which are Certified Nursing Assistants/Aides (“CNAs”) with additional training who are not just caregivers but companions. 
This care model is pivotal in delivering higher quality care in a truly home-like setting.  

This project doesn’t simply add SNF beds to address the documented deficiency in Champaign County. This project introduces 
an innovative SNF model of care with proven positive results into Illinois. Cottage SNFs are something we both want and need 
in the State of Illinois. 
 
I think the clearest proof of my statement is the recent change in Illinois law related to Cottage SNFs. Public Act 104-0470 was 
signed by Governor Pritzker on June 16, 2026. Commonly referred to as the “Medicaid Omnibus”, this new Act contained 
language clearly and precisely defining “Cottage Style Nursing Homes” in the Illinois Nursing Home Care Act and established a 
Medicaid per diem rate add-on of at least $50 for Medicaid residents served in cottage style nursing homes. This language 
was written in collaboration with the Illinois Department of Public Health (“DPH”) which regulates nursing homes and the 
Department of Healthcare and Family Services (“HFS”), Illinois’ single-state Medicaid agency. Legislators during the bill 
process expressed genuine enthusiasm in making these changes. On May 31, 2026, the General Assembly passed the bill 
unanimously in both the House and Senate. For the written record, I have attached the relevant pages from the Public Act 
and the recorded votes of both chambers. 
 
I strongly support this project as a means of not just improving access to care but also improving the overall quality of care 
for the residents in Champaign County. Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on Cottage SNF project.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matthew Werner 
Contractual Consultant 
601 W. Monroe 
Springfield, IL 62704  

mailto:matt@mwernerconsulting.com
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Y  Ammons              Y  Grasse                Y  Mussman
Y  Andrade             Y  Guerrero-Cuellar      Y  Ness
Y  Avelar              Y  Guzzardi              NV Niemerg
Y  Benton              Y  Haas                  Y  Olickal
Y  Blair-Sherlock      NV Halbrook              Y  Ortíz
Y  Briel               Y  Hammond               Y  Rashid
Y  Buckner             Y  Hanson                Y  Reick
Y  Bunting             Y  Harper                Y  Rita
Y  Cabello             Y  Hauter                Y  Rosenthal
Y  Canty               Y  Hernandez,Barbara     Y  Ryan
Y  Cassidy             Y  Hernandez,Lisa        Y  Sanalitro
Y  Chung               Y  Hernandez,Norma       Y  Scherer
Y  Cochran             Y  Hirschauer            Y  Schmidt
Y  Coffey              Y  Hoffman               Y  Schweizer
Y  Crawford            Y  Huynh                 Y  Severin
Y  Crespo              Y  Jacobs                Y  Sheehan
Y  Croke               Y  Jiménez               Y  Slaughter
Y  Davidsmeyer         Y  Johnson               Y  Smith
Y  Davis,Jed           Y  Jones                 Y  Sosnowski
Y  Davis,Lisa          Y  Katz Muhl             Y  Spain
Y  Davis,Will          Y  Keicher               Y  Stava
Y  Deering             Y  Kelly                 Y  Stephens
Y  DeLaRosa            Y  Kifowit               Y  Stuart
Y  Delgado             Y  La Ha                 Y  Swanson
Y  DeLuca              Y  LaPointe              Y  Syed
Y  Deuter              Y  Lilly                 Y  Tarver
Y  Didech              Y  Mah                   Y  Tipsword
Y  Du Buclet           Y  Manley                Y  Ugaste
Y  Elik                E  Mason                 Y  Vella
Y  Evans               Y  Mayfield              Y  Walsh
Y  Faver Dias          Y  McCombie              Y  Weaver
Y  Ford                Y  McLaughlin            Y  Weber
Y  Friess              Y  Meier                 Y  West
Y  Fritts              Y  Meyers-Martin         NV Wilhour
Y  Gabel               NV Miller                Y  Williams,Ann
Y  Gill                Y  Moeller               Y  Williams,Jawaharial
Y  Gong-Gershowitz     Y  Moore                 Y  Windhorst
Y  González            Y  Morgan                Y  Yang Rohr
Y  Gordon-Booth        Y  Morris                Y  Mr. Speaker
E  Grant

May 31, 2026

112 YEAS 0 PRESENT0 NAYS

E - Denotes Excused Absence

STATE OF ILLINOIS
ONE HUNDRED FOURTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE ROLL CALL
SENATE BILL 3365

MEDICARE/MEDICAID DUAL ELIGIBL
SENATE BILLS
THIRD READING

PASSED

NO. 37



Y  Anderson     Y  Faraci         Y  Joyce           Y  Simmons
Y  Aquino       Y  Feigenholtz    Y  Koehler         Y  Sims
Y  Arellano, L. Y  Fine           Y  Lewis           Y  Stadelman
Y  Balkema      Y  Fowler         Y  Lightford       Y  Syverson
Y  Belt         Y  Glowiak Hilton Y  Loughran Cappel Y  Tracy
Y  Bryant       Y  Guzmán         Y  Martwick        Y  Turner, D.
Y  Castro       Y  Halpin         Y  McClure         Y  Turner, S.
Y  Cervantes    Y  Harris, N.     Y  Morrison        Y  Ventura
Y  Chesney      Y  Harriss, E.    Y  Murphy          Y  Villa
Y  Collins      Y  Hastings       Y  Peters          Y  Villanueva
Y  Cunningham   Y  Hills          Y  Plummer         Y  Villivalam
Y  Curran       Y  Holmes         Y  Porfirio        Y  Walker
Y  DeWitte      Y  Hunter         Y  Preston         Y  Wilcox
Y  Edly-Allen   Y  Johnson        Y  Rezin           Y  Mr. President
Y  Ellman       Y  Jones, E.      Y  Rose

May 31, 2026

59 YEAS 0 PRESENT0 NAYS

NO. 45

State of Illinois
104th General Assembly

Senate Vote
________________________________________________________________

Senate Bill No. 3365
CONCUR IN HOUSE AMENDMENT

CONCURRENCE
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