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Savage:

& abave referenced CON reprasents a thoughtful and necessary investment in the health and
neoneme stability of Southern llinols communities, and | respectfully urge its approval

Access fo healthcare services — particularly maternity care - is a foundational component of
commusnity well-being. When families ere forced tojeave the region for essential services, it places
sh&r; 2ot only on patients but also on local economies and support systems.

e praposed project addresses a critical gap by restoring ohstetrc services in a region where more
zn one third of women live over 30 minutes from a hirthing hospital. By reducing travel limes
<% noreasing local capacity, this initiative will help ensure that families can access the care they
need close to home,

Addsionally, the project’s focus on serving Medicaid populations aligns with the realities of our
region and demonstiates a commitment to equitable access. Investments itke this strengthen
oommunities, support worldorce stakility, and improve tong-term health outcomes.

§ respactfully urge the Review Board to apprave this CON and support this vital step forward for
Leuthern llingis.
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Kanci Houston
Chief Executive Officer
Ty Mesith & Emergoncy Services, Ind.




