Debra Savage

Chair

Illinois Health Facilities and Services Review Board
525 West Jefferson Street, 2nd Floor

Springfield, Illinois 62761

Dear Ms. Savage,

I am writing to express my strong support for the reopening of long-term acute care services at the former
Kindred Sycamore facility, proposed to operate as Sycamore Specialty Hospital. I worked at Kindred
Sycamore from 2008 through 2025, where I spent many years caring for patients who required extended
medical treatment and recovery. Based on my firsthand experience at this facility, there is a clear and
ongoing need for this level of care in the community.

During my time at the hospital, I treated patients who were often coming from prolonged and complex
hospitalizations. Many arrived medically fragile and uncertain about their recovery. The care provided
focused not only on managing serious medical conditions, but also on helping patients regain stability,
function, and independence. I worked closely with nursing staff, therapists, and case managers to support
patients through long recoveries and help prepare them for life beyond the hospital.

One patient’s recovery journey was later shared publicly through a local news story. The news feature
can be viewed here:
https://www.wifr.com/video/2021/02/21/rockford-woman-returns-home-after-battle-with-covid/. I was
directly involved in caring for patients like this and witnessed how specialized long-term acute care
played a critical role in helping individuals recover from severe illness and return home. Stories like this
reflected the everyday work being done within the hospital and the meaningful impact it had on patients
and families.

Families frequently expressed appreciation for the continuity of care and the individualized attention their
loved ones received. Many shared that they felt reassured knowing their family member was in a setting
focused on recovery rather than short-term treatment alone. One patient’s husband even documented their
Jjourney in a book titled Tragedy or Blessing? A Life-Altering True COVID Story. From my perspective as
a physician, this hospital served as an essential bridge between acute hospitalization and a patient’s return
to daily life.

My involvement at this facility spanned an extended period, and I was actively engaged in the care of
patients with complex medical needs throughout that time. Based on my experience, access to long-term

acute care services remains essential for the health and well-being of the community.

For these reasons, I strongly support Sycamore Specialty Hospital and the continued provision of
long-term acute care services.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,

Dr. Mutazz H. Darweesh, MD
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Mutazz H Darweesh (Feb 10, 2026 13:33:25 CST)
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