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To whom it may concern, 

I am writing to express my strong support for the establishment of an open-heart surgery program at Northwestern Medicine Catherine Gratz Griffin Lake Forest Hospital, CON # 25-033. Expanding advanced cardiac care at this facility would be a vital step in improving access to life-saving medical treatment for residents throughout Lake County. 
Heart disease remains one of the leading causes of death in our community, and timely access to specialized cardiac services can make a critical difference in patient outcomes. Currently, many Lake County residents must travel significant distances to receive open heart surgery and related advanced cardiac care. This can lead to delays in treatment, increased stress for patients and families, and added financial and logistical burdens during already difficult times. 	
Bringing open heart surgery to Lake Forest Hospital would allow patients to receive high-quality, advanced care closer to home. Local access would improve emergency response times, enhance continuity of care, and support systems. It would also strengthen Lake Forest Hospital’s role as a regional healthcare leader and help meet the growing healthcare needs of our population. 
In addition, offering open heart surgery services would benefit the broader Lake County community by improving healthcare equity, attracting highly skilled medical professionals, and reinforcing the region’s ability to provide comprehensive, state-of-the-art care. 
I strongly encourage State leadership and decision-makers to approve the establishment of open-heart surgery services at Lake Forest Hospital. Doing so would be a meaningful advancement for the health and well-being of Lake County Residents. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Moss
Battalion Chief of EMS
Waukegan Fire Department

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
WAUKEGAN




image3.png




