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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. ROATE: Good norning. M nane is
George Roate. | am acconpanied by M. John Kniery,
Board Adm nistrator; M. Blanca Dom nguez, Board Legal
Counsel; M. M ke Constantino, Board Reviewer:; M.
Shari e Ryan, Board Adm nistrative Assistant; and Ms.
Carmen Chastai nn, Board Adm nistrative Intern.

We are fromthe Illinois Departnent of
Public Health and represent the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board. W are here to
conduct a public hearing on the proposed project,
known as Project 25-025, Northwestern Menori al
Hospi tal, Chicago.

As per the rules of the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board, | would like to
read the |l egal notice into record.

I n accordance with the requirenments of
the Illinois Health Facilities Planning Act, Notice is
gi ven of receipt of a request for a public hearing
regarding a master design project to construct a new
pati ent services tower on the canpus of Northwestern
Menorial Hospital, |located at 251 East Huron Street,
Chi cago, Illinois.

The estimted cost of this transaction
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is $56,242,369. The staff of the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board will conduct a
public hearing on Tuesday, August 5, 2025, beginning
at 11 a.m, at the offices of the Illinois Departnent
of Public Health, 69 West Washington Street, Chicago,
[11inois.

The hearing is open. It is an open
public nmeeting at which all parties interested will be
af f orded an opportunity to present witten and/ or
verbal comments relevant to the project.

All allegations or assertions should be
relevant to the need for the proposed project and
supported by two copies of docunentation or materials,
preferably printed or typed on 8 1/2 by 11 inches
paper.

The public hearing is to be held by the
I11inois Departnent of Public Health pursuant to the
I1linois Health Facilities Planning Act. The hearing
Is open to the public and will afford an opportunity
for parties with interest to present witten and/ or
verbal comment relevant to the project.

All allegations or assertions should be
relevant to the need for the proposed project and be

supported with two copi es of docunentation or

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N o o A~ w N P

N N N NN R P R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O A WO N —» O

Page 5

materials that are printed or typed on paper, size
8 1/2 inches by 11 inches.

Consi deration by the State Board has
been tentatively schedul ed for the Septenber 25, 2025,
board neeti ng.

I f you have not done so, please sign in
using the appropriate registration forms. One formis
for individuals who want to provide testinony in favor
or opposition to the project. The other formis for
I ndi viduals who wish to register their attendance, who
do not wish to testify.

To ensure that the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board's public hearings
protect the privacy and maintain the confidentiality
of an individual's health infornation, "covered
entities," as defined by the Health I nsurance
Portability Act of 1996, such as facilities, hospital
provi ders, health plans, healthcare clearinghouses,
submtting oral or witten testinony that discloses
protected health information of individuals shall have
a witten -- valid witten authorization fromthat
i ndi vi dual .

The authorization shall allow the

covered entity to share the individual's protected
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health information at this hearing. Those of you who
canme with prepared text for your presentation may
choose to submt that text w thout giving testinony.
However, if you are giving oral testinony, please be
as brief as possible.

As per the legal notice, | would
appreciate two copies of your testinmony. Wen you
make your presentation, please give the court reporter
the spelling of your conplete nane.

We have identified the chief
spokesperson for the applicant, and that individual
will nmake the first presentation. The remaining
testimony will be taken in the order of the nanmes on
the registers. Please hold your questions until all
testinony is presented. Thank you.

At this tinme, the Board would like to
call Ms. Bridget Oth.

M5. ORTH: Good norning. |'m Bridget
Oth, B-RI-DDGE-T, last nane OR-T-H, Director of
Regul atory Pl anning for Northwestern Medicine.

Nort hwestern Medicine's mssion is to put patients
first. For nore than 50 years, NM has proudly served
t he many di verse conmmunities of the Chicago area and

beyond.
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NM s | egacy of excellence is evident in
t he many awards and ranki ngs achi eved. Northwestern
Menorial Hospital is ranked number one -- is ranked
t he nunmber one hospital in Illinois by the U S. News &
Worl d Report for 13 consecutive years, with 11
nati onal ly ranked specialties including cancer;
neur ol ogy and neurosurgery; and cardiol ogy, heart and
vascul ar surgery.

NVH i s the hub of Northwestern
Medi cine's integrated academ ¢ nedi cal health system
and is the top provider of high -- high-acuity cases
in lllinois for transplant, oncol ogy, and heart and
vascul ar cases, and is the second-hi ghest provider for
hi gh-acuity neurosci ence cases.

As an internationally renowned
i ntegrated acadeni ¢ health system NM understands the
uni que opportunity, the responsibility -- and
responsibility to expand NMs world-class care for a
new era of nedicine.

NM has a bold vision for the future of
heal t hcare in Chicago at Northwestern Menori al
Hospital to be a globally recognized destination for
expert care and world-class talent. Achieving this

vision and realizing its benefit for the patients and
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communities that NVMH serves, requires substanti al
i nvestnents in a new facility and enhanced prograns.

Among the nost transformative plans is
constructing a new world cast -- class patient care
tower to consolidate care for the Robert H. Lurie
Conpr ehensi ve Cancer Center at NVH and all ow for the
consol i dati on and expansi on of cardi ol ogy, neurol ogy,
and transplant services and pavilions across the
campus.

These changes will allow NVH to neet
both existing and projected patient demand for
hi gh-acuity services, and we will continue to nmake
I nvestments in comunities throughout the Chicagol and
area, as we have with several outpatient sites opened
close to where patients |ive and work, to ensure
conveni ent access to world-class care, including in
Gurnee, the A d Irving Park nei ghborhood in Chicago,
and the Bronzeville nei ghborhood in Chicago.

We do not take this financial
i nvestnent lightly. |If our naster design project is
approved by the Health Facilities and Services Review
Board next nonth, we will spend the next 12 to 18
nont hs working with our architects, engineers, and

ot her consultants, as well as the community al derman
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and city |l eaders, to plan the new tower.

This is an inportant step in our
pl anni ng process, and we | ook forward to our review on
Septenmber 25th. Thank you.

MR. ROATE: Next, the Board would |i ke
to call Dr. Peter Al exieff.

DR. ALEXI EFF: Thank you. Hell o, ny
name is Dr. Peter Alexieff, P-E-T-E-R, |ast nane,
A-L-E-X-1-E-F-F. | amvery grateful for this
opportunity to speak, and would like to -- to thank
the Board, as well as the other attendees here for
allowing us to -- to do this.

| also want to comend the previous
speaker for the various accol ades and areas of
recognition that Northwestern Medicine has gotten as
an academ c institution in the Illinois and greater
Chi cago area.

And as a resident physician, |I'm
enpl oyed by McGaw, working both in the Ann and Robert

H. Lurie Children's Hospital and Northwestern Medicine

Hospi t al .

| am cautiously optim stic about what
this new tower will be able to do for providing
I ncreased -- potentially increased | CU beds, cancer

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N o o A~ w N P

N N N NN R P R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O A WO N —» O

Page 10

care beds, integrating the high-acuity subspecialties
t hat were previously nmentioned.

However, there's also another form of
I nvestnent that | want to make sure that -- that
Nort hwestern is -- is paying attention to, which is
the i nvestnent of the people who are going to be the
frontline providers for these patients -- the resident
physi ci ans and fell ow physicians who are providing the
care that's helping build the world-class institution
that |'"mproud to recognize as one | work for.

And | think that the -- you know, the
I nvest nent can be -- not only into facilities and
consolidation, but also into the -- the people that
wll work there and provide the -- the world-class
care that we're all proud to be a part of. Thank you.

MR. ROATE: Next, the Board would |ike
to call Ms. Kinberly Smth.

M5. SMTH. Good norning. M nane is
Kimberly, K-1-MB-E-R-L-Y, last nane is Smth, S-MI-
T- H. So SElI U Healthcare is a union of 90, 000
heal t hcare and soci al service workers, including nore
than 1,500 service and support workers at Northwestern
Menori al Hospital.

W are witing today to express support
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for Northwestern's application to design a new 200- bed
pati ent tower adjacent to the Northwestern Menori al
Hospital canpus in Streeterville.

Qur nmenbers have | ong expressed the
need for additional beds to counteract |ong wait
times -- 334 mnutes conpared to the national average
of 193 mnutes, an Illinois average of 239 m nutes --
and patients | eaving before being seen in the
emergency departnent: 11 percent of patients, conpared
to 2 percent nationally and 4 percent in Illinois.

The source is CMs Care Conpare.

The new tower shoul d provide additional
capacity to address these barriers to care. W are
concer ned, however, that nost few South and West
Siders, including a thousand of SEIU heal thcare
menmbers -- many of whom and their famly nmenbers,
depend on Medicaid, will not be able to access the new
facility, whether via the ED or a community access
poi nt .

Last year, Medicaid patients accounted
for only 9 percent of total patient volunme at NVH
This, in stark conparison, for safety-net facilities,
that in which their payer m x includes upwards of 70

percent Medicaid patients.
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We contend that NVMH s M UR renni ns
stubbornly low, in part due to the |ack of access
points in high Medicaid communities with the greatest
unnmet nedi cal needs and the worst health outcones
conpared to the city at | arge.

Nort hwest ern Medi ci ne has al ready
joined the process of reversing decades of divestnent
and the di sappearance of community health
I nfrastructure by building a 1,200 -- 120,000 excuse
me, square foot, 130 mllion ,hospital in Bronzeville,
which will provide to an estimted 50,000 patient per
year .

Therefore, we urge Northwestern to
extend their investnent beyond Bronzeville to
additional nedically neglected comunities across the
South and West Side. Qur nenbers |ook forward to
staffing the new facility, and hope that Northwestern
Medi cine is accessi ble as possible for all Chicago
communities. Thank you.

MR. ROATE: Next, the Board would |i ke
to call Al ex Reardon.

DR. REARDON: Good norning, everyone,
and thanks for having us again. M name is Dr. Alex

Rear don. That's A-L-E-X, RE-A-R-D-O N. l'"m a
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resi dent physician specializing in emergency nedicine
at Nort hwest ern.

| know ny col |l eagues and | chose to
practice nedicine in Chicago so we could serve diverse
communi ties, advance heal thcare, and address
heal t hcare inequities that are present in our city and
across the nation.

We' ve received high-quality training
t hr oughout our residency, and we've al so seen
firsthand the inpacts of the long wait tinmes that were
menti oned by the previous speaker.

Thank you for highlighting those.

And the del ayed specialty care that
many of our patients have received. Every energency
physician in our program and throughout the city can
tell you a story about an unexpected cancer diagnosis
and a patient who has had synptons for nonths, or a
pati ent who couldn't get in for an elective procedure
and cane back to the energency departnent with rel ated
conplicati ons.

From t hat perspective, | was excited to
hear about Northwestern's investnment in a new tower
that woul d address sone of the overcrowding issues and

I ncrease access to oncol ogical and surgical care in
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t he region.

However, | wi sh there was invest in
resi dent physicians, |ike nme, who keep Chicagol and
healthy. As residents, we work 60 to 80- hour
wor kweeks, 24-hour shifts or |onger, to ensure that
I1'1inoisans are cared for and heal thy.

This can conme at the expense of our own
ment al and physical health, and for that reason, since
July of last year, ny coll eagues and | have been
bargai ning for our first union contract to get the
support we need to better care for ourselves, so we
can better serve our patients.

We' ve heard repeatedly in bargaining
how McGaw Medi cal Center at Northwestern cannot afford
our proposals. They have already started to take away
sone benefits, cancel ed our annual cost-of-living
rai ses, and refused to provide the sanme retirenment
mat chi ng that everyone else in the building gets.

So it was shocking to ne to |earn that
t hey have $56 million on hand to design a buil ding,
while me and ny coll eagues are struggling to pay our
student | oans, our rent, or any of the many fees we
encounter on our way to being attendi ng physicians.

I1linois needs doctors. According to
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the Cicero Institute, our state is projected to have a
shortage of over 6,000 doctors by 2030, just four and
a half years from now.

If Northwestern wants to be a top-tier
training hospital, and academ c and quaternary center,
and continue to attract top talent fromall over the
country, they need to bargain a contract that is on
par with their peer institutions.

We need themto invest in resident
physi cians and fell ow physicians so that we can draw
and retain nore talent to the state. | ask you to
hol d Northwestern accountable for keeping Illinois
heal thy by investing in the people who work in its
bui | di ngs too. Thank you for your tinme and
consi deration.

MR. ROATE: Next, the Board would |ike
to call Jessica Colin Escobar.

DR. ESCOBAR: Good norning. M nane is
Jessica Colin Escobar, J-E-S-S-1-C-A last nane is
C-OL-1-N, space, E-S-C-OB-A-R I''ma genera
surgery resident at Northwestern Medicine.

| chose to train and serve in Chicago
because |'mcommtted to caring for diverse

communi ties and addressing health inequities that
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exi st both in our city and in our nation. |[|'ve been
fortunate to receive exceptional surgical training,
which | carry with a deep sense of purpose and
responsibility.

| appreciate Northwestern's investnment
in a new hospital tower to expand patient care
capacity. However, | wish the sane |evel of
comm tment and i nvestnent extended to resident
physi ci ans.

Since July of last year, ny coll eagues
and | have been bargaining for our first union
contract, fighting for the basic support we need to
care for ourselves and our patient -- patients.

Yet, McGaw Medi cal Center at
Nort hwestern has stalled negotiations, cancel ed our
annual cost-of-living raises, and we continue to
provide critical, life-saving care around the clock,
but are treated as if our tinme, health, and financial
stability do not matter.

It was drawing to |learn that $56
mllion had been allocated to designing a new
buil ding, while residents are struggling to keep up
with student |oan -- student |oan paynents and rent.

We return -- routinely work 80-hour
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weeks, often including 24-hour shifts, holidays,
weekends, and are guaranteed just one day off each
week. We care for critically ill and dying patients,
often wi thout schedul ed breaks, and this |evel of
responsi bility demands everythi ng we have --
physically, nentally, and enotionally.

| earn about 79,000 per year. On

paper, that may sound fair, but when you break it

down, | am making | ess than $19 an hour. | hold three
degrees -- a Master's in Business Adm nistration, a
Bachelor's in science, and a nedical doctorate -- and

|"mentrusted with |ifesaving care.

Yet, | am conpensated far bel ow what
many ot her essential workers earn. Freezing our pay
while the cost of rent, groceries, and transportation
continues to rise is not just unfair, but harnful to
trai ning doctors.

It worsens financial strain, underm nes
noral e, and threatens our wellness at a tinme when
burnout in nedicine is already high. That is why our
union is essential. It gives us a collective voice to
demand for fair conpensati on.

| ask you to hold Northwestern

accountable. That hospital tower represents the
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future of patient care, but it will only fulfill its
prom se if the people inside, resident and fell ows,
are supported.

We are ready to lead, to serve, and to
carry that future forward. Nowit's tine for
Nort hwestern to nmeet us with the sane comm t ment we
show every day. When they invest in us, they invest
in the future of this institution and the health of
every patient we will care for. Thank you for your
time and consi deration.

MR. ROATE: |s there anyone who w shes
to testify who has not had an opportunity? Seeing
none. |Is there anyone who has testified who w shes to
provi de additional testinony?

| would rem nd everyone to submt your
witten coments to us so that we have this
i nformation for the record. Also, this project is
schedul ed for consideration by the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board, excuse ne, at
I ts Septenber 25, 2025, neeting.

This meeting will be held at the
Bol i ngbr ook Muni ci pal Golf Club, 2001 Rodeo Drive,

Bol i ngbrook, Illinois. The public has until Septenber

5, 2025, to submt witten conments. These coment s
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can be sent to ny attention at the Illinois Health
Facilities and Services Review Board, care of the
I1linois Departnment of Public Health, 525 West
Jefferson Street, Springfield, Illinois 62761.

If you prefer, you may email vyour
coments. Qur email address is

wwv. dph. hfsrb.illinois.gov.

Are there any questions? Seeing that

there are no additional questions or coments, | deem

this public hearing adjourned. Thank you.
(Wher eupon, the neeting concluded at

11:20 a. m)
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CERTI FI CATE
I, MAUREEN FOODY, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of nmy know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwi se interested in the
outconme of this action.
MAUREEN FOODY
Notary Public in and for the

State of Illinois

b~y
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, LAUREN DOTSON, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of nmy know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney

enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

dfibL&LM\ T

LAUREN DOTSON
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Illinois Code of Civil Procedure
Article II, Part E

Rule 207, Signing and Filing Depositions

Signing and Filing Depositions

(a) Submission to Deponent; Changes; Signing.
Unless signature is waived by the deponent, the
officer shall instruct the deponent that if the
testimony is transcribed the deponent will be
afforded an opportunity to examine the deposition
at the office of the officer or reporter, or
elsewhere, by reasonable arrangement at the
deponent's expense, and that corrections based on
errors 1in reporting or transcription which the
deponent desires to make will be entered upon the
deposition with a statement by the deponent that
the reporter erred in reporting or transcribing the
answer or answers involved. The deponent may not
otherwise change either the form or substance of
his or her answers. The deponent shall provide the
officer with an electronic or physical address to
which notice is to be sent when the transcript is
available for examination and signing. When the
deposition is fully transcribed, the officer shall

deliver to the deponent, at the address supplied,




notice that it is available and may be examined at

a stated place at stated times, or pursuant to
arrangement. After the deponent has examined the
deposition, the officer shall enter upon it any
changes the deponent desires to make, with the
reasons the deponent gives for making them. If

the deponent does not appear at the place specified
in the notice within 28 days after the mailing of
the notice, or within the same 28 days make other
arrangements for examination of the deposition, or
after examining the deposition refuses to sign it,
or after it has been made available to the deponent
by arrangement it remains unsigned for 28 days, the
officer's certificate shall state the reason for

the omission of the signature, including any reason
given by the deponent for a refusal to sign. The
deposition may then be used as fully as though
signed, unless on a motion to suppress under Rule

211 (d) the court holds that the reasons given by

the deponent for a refusal to sign require

rejection of the deposition in whole or in part.

(b) Certification, Filing, and Notice of Filing.

(1)ITf the testimony is transcribed, the officer




shall certify within the deposition transcript that
the deponent was duly sworn by the officer and that
the deposition is a true record of the testimony
given by the deponent. A deposition so certified
requires no further proof of authenticity

(2) Deposition transcripts shall not be filed with
the clerk of the court as a matter of course. The
party filing a deposition shall promptly serve
notice thereof on the other parties and shall

file the transcript and any exhibits in the

form and manner specified by local rule.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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