
From: SUSAN
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 6:58:20 AM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,
 Bruce  Butchko

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:susn4@hotmail.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: elaine cabrera
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 7:04:17 AM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center (“SEMC”) in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the
hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly reduces access to inpatient hospital
services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one
built in the 70s. The new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and
14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78%
reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans to re-open Peru’s once
shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of beds.
Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction
planned for SEMC-Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds,
and will place all ICU beds West of I-39 - leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a
smaller facility that eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical
surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state. OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our
area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as Heritage Harbor looks to build
300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to our
community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the
IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-
sized for our community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with
their system and our local hospital.

Thank you, 
Elaine Lethiot-Cabrera 

mailto:elainemarie92714@gmail.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: Jason Kennedy
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 7:40:58 AM
Attachments: 17207016265152356579525439483094.png

Dear Chairwoman Savage: 

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center (“SEMC”) in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the
hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly reduces access to inpatient hospital
services. 

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one
built in the 70s. The new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and
14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78%
reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans to re-open Peru’s once
shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of beds.
Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction
planned for SEMC-Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds,
and will place all ICU beds West of I-39 - leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County. 
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a
smaller facility that eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical
surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state. OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our
area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as Heritage Harbor looks to build
300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to our
community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the
IHFSRB in 2012. 
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-
sized for our community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with
their system and our local hospital. 

Thank you, Jason Kenndey

mailto:blitz21sevet@hotmail.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov






Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

https://aka.ms/AAb9ysg


From: Leslie J Pool
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 1:28:52 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

I simply cannot understand how eliminating ICU and OB units and reducing med/surg beds to 12 in a city the size of
Ottawa with many surrounding cities that also depend on those services to be acting with “greatest care and love” 
and leaving those in need of urgent care and life saving services in a transport queue.

The citizens of Ottawa took great pride in Ryburn Hospital and later in the building of Community Hospital of
Ottawa and their creation was the result of years of planning and financial and other contributions from the local
community.   When Community Hospital was given to OSF 12 years ago, it appears the promises from OSF were
nothing more than a bait and switch scam.

Availability of healthcare is a major consideration for economic development, tourism and recreation.  Also, Ottawa
City services do not have the resources needed to meet the demands of mental health patients and those in need of
transportation to other facilities. 

Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.

It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,

Leslie J. Pool

Sent from my iPad

mailto:lesliejpool@me.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: Chanel Renkosik
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 5:53:15 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,

Chanel Renkosik

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:chanelwa@hotmail.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: jeanellis_siuc
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 3:39:32 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center (“SEMC”) in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the
hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly reduces access to inpatient hospital
services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one
built in the 70s. The new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and
14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78%
reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans to re-open Peru’s once
shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of beds.
Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction
planned for SEMC-Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds,
and will place all ICU beds West of I-39 - leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a
smaller facility that eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical
surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state. OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our
area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as Heritage Harbor looks to build
300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to our
community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the
IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-
sized for our community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with
their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,

Stefanee Valdez 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:jeanellis_siuc@yahoo.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: Erica VanDuzer
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 11:49:06 AM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,

Erica VanDuzer

mailto:vanduzer.erica@gmail.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


From: Nora Villarreal
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 4:44:54 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,
Nora Villarreal

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:norav3@icloud.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov
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