
From: Mary Beth LeSeure
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] OSF St Elizabeth Ottawa
Date: Friday, July 19, 2024 3:24:33 PM

To whom it may concern:

I am sending this email because I have concerns about OSF St. Elizabeth's plans to
downsize their hospital in Ottawa.  

I have been a resident of Ottawa since 1985, and fortunately have only had to avail
myself of the hospital services 4 times, 2 as inpatient with the birth of both of my
children, the other 2 ER visits for an allergic reaction and broken ankle.  The last was in
2008.  My primary care physician is an OSF doctor and I think she is awesome!  

I am a Mortgage Loan Originator for a local bank.  Ottawa is a growing and thriving
community.  Since COVID, when working from home became a regular option for a lot of
people, we've seen a number of families relocate from Chicago and the suburbs for all
the good things that Ottawa has to offer.  Our beautiful city and state parks, great
restaurants, a good school system, lower property taxes and cost of living are attractive
for people looking to relocate from the city and suburbs.  We're still within an easy drive
to Chicago for ballgames, culture, etc., as well as Peoria, Bloomington, Rockford and the
Quad Cities for concerts and other activities.  It's a very inviting place to be for people
looking for a change of pace.   Our visitor's center has branded Ottawa "The Middle of
Everywhere", and I feel like that's pretty accurate.  However, a reduction in the
availability of quality healthcare will have a negative impact on our city.

I've viewed or listened to the community meetings, radio interviews, etc.  OSF refers to
this area as the I-39 Corridor, and their Peru facility is what they consider to be the
center of that area.  However, when I took a look at the actual population of towns in
LaSalle and Bureau counties, west of I-39 has a population of approximately 36,000,
while east of I-39 has a population just over 61,000.  This is not anything official, I
googled population of towns, and this is what the 2020 census showed, anyone outside
of city limits is not included in this total.   I'm assuming from those numbers, the OSF
Peru facility is the geographic center, because obviously it is not based on population.

 I also feel like the proposal for both campuses, Ottawa and Peru, is not sufficient for the
population in this area.  To completely remove OB from the Ottawa hospital and reduce
inpatient beds and ICU is concerning.   I've heard there might have been a revision, or
one forthcoming, but I've seen nothing official on that yet.  For the area west of I-39 to

mailto:mleseure@firstottawa.com
mailto:George.Roate@Illinois.gov


have lost 2 hospitals in the last couple of years has been devastating for their
communities, but that loss has been felt in Ottawa as well.  OSF Ottawa has been
overwhelmed since the closings of IVCH in Peru and St Margarets in Spring Valley. 
Ottawa has also absorbed the closing of St Mary's Hospital in Streator in 2016.  All of
these closures has had a negative impact on OSF Ottawa.

Thank you for taking the time to read this email, and for your consideration for the future
of healthcare in Ottawa.

Sincerely,

MaryBeth LeSeure

Privacy Notice - Federal Law requires us to tell you how we collect, share and protect your
personal information. Our Privacy Policy has not changed. You may review our policy and
practices on your personal information at https://www.firstottawa.com/privacynotice.pdf, or
we will mail you a copy upon request if you call us at 866-434-0044, option 0. 

This message, including all attachments transmitted with it, is intended for the use of the
addressee only. It may contain proprietary, confidential and/or legally privileged information.
No confidentiality or privilege is waived or lost by any improper transmission. If you are not
the intended recipient, you must not, directly or indirectly, use, disclose, distribute, print or
copy any part of this message. If you believe you have received this message in error, please
delete it and all copies of it from your system and notify the sender immediately at the phone
number listed above.



















From: Abby Campbell
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:56:49 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

Thank you,

Abby Campbell

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Samantha Leix
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 2:11:28 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth
Medical Center (“SEMC”) in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the
hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly reduces access to inpatient hospital
services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one
built in the 70s. The new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and
14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78%
reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans to re-open Peru’s once
shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of beds.
Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction
planned for SEMC-Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds,
and will place all ICU beds West of I-39 - leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a
smaller facility that eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical
surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state. OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our
area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as Heritage Harbor looks to build
300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to our
community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the
IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-
sized for our community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with
their system and our local hospital.

Thank you, 
Samantha Riedesel
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From: Alyssa Varland
To: Roate, George
Subject: [External] Opposition Letter to CON 24-011 & CON 24-013
Date: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 1:03:58 PM

Dear Chairwoman Savage:

I am writing to you in opposition of OSF’s plans to discontinue services at St. Elizabeth Medical Center (“SEMC”)
in Ottawa, and in opposition of OSF’s plans to demolish the hospital and build a newer, smaller facility that greatly
reduces access to inpatient hospital services.

In March 2024, OSF announced plans to build a new hospital in Ottawa and demolish the one built in the 70s. The
new hospital would keep 26 mental health beds; but the 5-bed ICU and 14-bed OB units would be eliminated; and
only 12 med/surg beds would remain (a 78% reduction from the 54 it has today). In stark contrast, OSF shared plans
to re-open Peru’s once shuttered hospital as the system’s new inpatient hub on I-80, and increase the number of
beds. Even with OSF re-opening the Peru hospital with an increase in beds, the severe reduction planned for SEMC-
Ottawa still leaves the C-02 region short 24 med/surg beds and 2 OB beds, and will place all ICU beds West of I-39
- leaving a gaping hole in access in LaSalle County.
Please vote against OSF’s projects to demolish our hospital in Ottawa and replace it with a smaller facility that
eliminates our ICU and OB units, and severely reduces our medical surgical unit to one of the smallest in the state.
OSF’s plans do not align with the growth in our area – both traditional residential and also through tourism as
Heritage Harbor looks to build 300 vacation homes. OSF’s plans also do not align with the promises they made to
our community 12 short years ago – and the promises stated in their exemption application to the IHFSRB in 2012.
It is our hope that OSF takes the time to make a better plan for our hospital, one that is right-sized for our
community’s needs and honors the spirit of the partnership we entered into with their system and our local hospital.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE: I am a charge nurse on the labor and delivery floor at OSF SEMC and have been
working in the hospital for 12 years. Our patient population has grown in the last couple of years with OB units
closing around the area such at Sandwich, Pontiac, Spring Valley and Peru. Our unit can hold 14 patients total.
Many times we have needed extra beds and used rooms outside of our unit for triage patients.  We have had
consistently 50 or more deliveries every month. Peru’s OB unit that OSF plans to move us to is not big enough for
our growing numbers. They have less beds and the unit does not function appropriately according to the RNs that
came to SEMC following Peru’s closure. The city of Ottawa is growing and our unit, as a whole, is very concerned
with patient safety and traveling to Peru for OB care. I have talked with our midwife and some pediatricians and
OBGYNs and very few of them are happy about this move. Some of which are looking for other employment.  I
have talked with our patients and people of pregnancy age and they say they will not travel to Peru, they would
rather travel to Morris Hospital if our Ottawa OB closes. I have talked to ER nurses and doctors that say they will
quit if this happens because of the increase in ER deliveries that will happen in Ottawa.  Also, right now the transfer
wait times in the ER in Ottawa well exceed 4 hours. Sometimes even 12-16 hours. This holds many beds up at a
time making ER wait times through the roof. I have talked to medsurg nurses and they said they are at capacity
almost every shift and that this plan will not benefit anyone and is dangerous. They said many of their patients are
ICU qualifying patients because there is no room in the ICU.  In all, we NEED to keep all of our services or even
add more in Ottawa as that is the place that has the largest and growing patient population in the area. Please, please,
consider keeping OSF SEMC in Ottawa open and functioning fully as we as a community and healthcare workers
require that for patient safety.

Thank you,
A.M., RN, BSN

Sent from my iPhone
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IL Health Facilities & Services Review Board (“IHFSRB”) 
Attn: Debra Savage, Chairwoman 
525 West Jefferson, 2nd Floor 
Springfield, IL 62761 
 
RE: Opposition Letter for CON 24-014, OSF St. Elizabeth Medical Center – Peru 
 
 
Dear Chairwoman & State Planning Board Members:  
 

Citizens for Healthcare in Ottawa (“CHO”) has been closely monitoring the plans OSF has 
submitted for Ottawa Hospital (CON 24-011 and CON 24-013), and the related plans for Peru 
Hospital (CON 24-014).   
 
Originally OSF had requested that these three CON projects be reviewed by the board at the 
same meeting, due to their requests for Peru Hospital being directly related to the services OSF 
has been planning to eliminate at Ottawa Hospital.  Excerpts of many (but by no means all) of 
OSF’s references to the Ottawa projects within the Peru application are included below.   
 
We are aware that OSF has asked for the Ottawa projects to be deferred until the September 
19th board meeting, and we respectfully ask that this board also postpone review and voting on 
the Peru project to the September meeting as well.  These three projects do not stand 
independent of one another.  While CHO has supported the re-opening of Peru Hospital by OSF, 
we do not want any services to be eliminated from Ottawa’s hospital as a result.  This is 
especially true of OSF’s plans to: 

• Eliminate the 5-bed ICU at Ottawa, while doubling the size of Peru’s ICU from 4 to 8;  

• Eliminate the 14-bed OB unit at Ottawa, while increasing Peru’s OB unit from 7 to 11 

• Reduce Ottawa’s 54 med/surg unit to 12 beds, while increasing Peru from 38 to 45 
 
OSF has the ability today to re-open Peru with the beds it already has licensed, so we are in no 
way asking for operations to cease in that facility.  But we believe the future plans OSF has for 
both Ottawa and Peru campuses (now under one license) will need to be considered by the 
board collectively. 
 
We sincerely appreciate your time and consideration for this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Burns, MHSA 
CHO Founding Member 

Web: https://saveottawahealthcare.com 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/saveottawahealthcare 

Email:  info@saveottawahealthcare.com  



  

 

Excerpts from OSF’s Peru CON (24-014) Referencing Ottawa CONs (24-011 & 24-013) 
 

Many (but by no means all) of OSF’s references to the Ottawa projects within the Peru application are included below.  
 
As illustrated by the many references of plans for Ottawa within the Peru application, it is clear that these three projects 
do not stand independent of one another. CHO respectfully requests that the board postpones review and voting on the 
Peru project (24-014) to the September meeting when it can be reviewed collectively with Ottawa CONs (24-011 & -013). 
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Purpose of the Project (Continued) - Page 55 

 

 

  



  

Purpose of the Project (Continued) - Page 57 

 

  



  

Purpose of the Project (Continued) - Page 58 

 

 

  



  

Purpose of the Project (Continued) - Page 59 

 

 

  



  

Purpose of the Project (Continued) - Page 60 

 

 

  



  

Size of the Project – page 65 

 

  



  

Project Services Utilization – page 66 

 

 

  



  

Project Services Utilization (Continued) – page 67 

 

 

  



  

Other Clinical Services – Page 68 

 

 

  



  

Medical/Surgical, Obstetric, Pediatrics & Intensive Care – Page 71 

 

 

  



  

Planning Area Need – Page 72 

 

 

  



  

Planning Area Need (Continued) – Page 73 

 

 

  



  

Assurances (Medical/Surgical) – Page 84 

 

 

  



  

Assurances (Intensive Care Unit) – Page 89 

 

 

  



  

Assurances (Obstetrics) – Page 93 
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