
September 17, 2023 

 

Cer�ficate of Need Board, IDPH, 

I am wri�ng in opposi�on to the sale of the DCRNC.  Each of you, as board members, are well aware of 
the deficiencies in the character of the poten�al buyers.  We have given you chapter and verse of the 
problems of the many nursing homes currently owned by the poten�al buyers.  You have access to the 
quality of their current nursing homes, to the long history of horrendous condi�ons in their facili�es, and 
to the greed of Mr. Blonder and Mr. Singer, who line their pockets at the expense of the people who live 
with too litle staff, budgets that do not allow the administra�on of their nursing homes to buy enough 
washcloths and replacement bedding, wound care that has been ignored, and fines and penal�es that 
are consistently levied because of the poor quality of the nursing homes they own but are never 
improved. Problems can happen in any facility.  The issue is are the problems corrected and the star 
ra�ng goes back up or are the problems corrected because the IDPH forced them to be corrected but the 
fixes are only temporary and it is business as usual.  Would you put your mother, spouse, or child in one 
of these ins�tu�ons.  Would you want to live out the end of your life with these people as owners 
controlling your environment and care? 

We have been shown that DCRNC is capable of being viable, with con�nued good management.  Both 
Bart Becker, DCRNC administrator, and Andrew Cutler, the management consultant with Jordan 
Consul�ng, have assured the DeKalb County Board and the County Administrator that the best possible 
place for the DCCRNC is to con�nue under the auspices of the DeKalb County Government. The County 
administrator, the DCRNC administrator and Jordan Consul�ng’s representa�ve have been able to 
develop a business plan that will con�nue to keep the ins�tu�on viable.  The Board is elected to 
represent the people of the county, who have demonstrated by the number of pe��ons in opposi�on to 
the sale that we want our nursing home, which has served the county for 167 years, to con�nue as a 
resource, not a funding source for owners who clearly do not care about their residents. 

In many ways, I blame you, the IDPH Cer�fica�on of Need Board, for the cavalier a�tude of the poten�al 
owners, who did not have enough respect for you to even show up on July 27.  As Suzanne Willis, the 
Chairman of the DeKalb County Board stated clearly at the September 11 Health and Human Services 
Commitee mee�ng, “We were told that the IDPH Cer�fica�on of Need Board has never turned down a 
sale.”  Clearly this was supposed to be a done deal from the very beginning.  I, too, have heard that you 
never turn down a sale, and I believe it.  The fact is that you keep allowing these poten�al owners of 
primarily 1-star and 2-star facili�es that never improve to con�nue to add nursing homes to their 
por�olios with your support.  IF THIS WAS A DONE-DEAL FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, WHY HAVE YOU 
CONTINUED TO ALLOW US TO PRESENT TO YOU FACTS AND PETITIONS SO YOU KNOW WHAT IS 
HAPPENING IN DEKALB COUNTY AND TO SAVE OUR NURSING HOME.  IF YOU DON’T CARE ABOUT THE 
QUALIFICATIONS OF NEW OWNERS TO RUN A NURSING HOME, WHY DIDN’T YOU JUST GIVE IT AWAY 
IMMEDIATELY?    

IT IS TIME FOR YOU TO DO THE RIGHT THING.  The DCRNC is a fine nursing and rehab facility.  The staff 
have done everything they could to compensate for the lack of oversight by the DeKalb County Board 
and their Finance Commitee, who had no idea that the management company they were using was not 
billing residents, was not making sure Medicare and Medicaid paperwork was being filled out and filed, 



was not going a�er residents who were seriously in arrears or who had not paid their bill at all, month 
a�er month for years.  If we do what you ask and work together, Board, staff, families, and residents of 
DeKalb County, the DCRNC can con�nue to be a quality nursing and rehab facility that will serve the 
needs of the county instead of the desire of the poten�al buyers to get even richer at the expense of 
people who can not care for themselves and want a quality home that provides the rehab and nursing 
support that they need. 

Please, do not sell the DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center to Mr. Blonder, Mr. Singer, and Mr. 
Zuckerman so that they can destroy the skilled nursing home (and poten�al home for addi�onal 
residents in the future) of the residents of DeKalb County just so they have one more facility to bleed 
dry. 

 

Thank you, 

The family of a much-loved resident of DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center 



From: Julie Cutshaw
To: Constantino, Mike
Subject: [External] Dekalb County Nursing Home
Date: Monday, September 18, 2023 7:44:13 PM

I am asking that the sale of the Dekalb County Nursing Home to be denied.   I am a resident of Dekalb County and I
personally feel that this sale would be disastrous to the wellbeing and care of its current and future residents.  Please
reconsider!  Thank you!
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:julieacitshaw@icloud.com
mailto:Mike.Constantino@Illinois.gov


From: Linda Fay
To: Constantino, Mike
Subject: [External] Dekalb County Nursing home sale
Date: Monday, September 18, 2023 5:58:19 PM

Iam a resident of Dekalb County & asking the review board to DENY the sale of Dekalb County Nursing home; The
residents of the home currently & going forward deserve the best of care & not  to a company that is rated 1 & not
care about the residents when only having a rating of 1. That is not good at all.

Thank you
Linda Fay

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:pontiac3434@gmail.com
mailto:Mike.Constantino@Illinois.gov


From: Donald Gates
To: Constantino, Mike
Subject: [External] Selling of Dekalb County home
Date: Monday, September 18, 2023 4:49:07 PM

Dear Mr. Constantino,

Please forward this to your board review,

1. I am against the sale of Dekalb county nursing home.
2. I said in your information hearing in Dekalb Police station. With the buyer's charges of

abuse I could not understand how in good conscience to give this company a permit. 
3. Also why isnt the other homes they own the permit revoked? 
4. My family has had members in this home before the new one was built. The care has

always been at high standards.
5. My mother is 87 and with Parkinson Disease, and has been a resident for five years.
6. She lived with me for five years before I had to put her in a home because physically I

could not handle her needs.
7.  The staff will call on anything anytime.
8. I believe she is getting the best care possible.

I find it hard to believe any one of your members would like their relatives or parents in the
buyers Homes!

Sincerely,

Donald Gates
{815} 593-0427
315 West Fayette St
Sandwich IL 60546
email: donaldgates315gmail.com

mailto:donaldgates315@gmail.com
mailto:Mike.Constantino@Illinois.gov
http://donaldgates315gmail.com/









