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Testimony for West Suburban Medical Center

I’'m Dr. Karole Lakota-Treese, | am a family medicine physician and the department
chairperson for Family Medicine at West Suburban Medical Center.

I've been associated with West Suburban Medical Center since | did my family
medicine residency there beginning in 1998. After my three-year residency training, |
did a maternal child health fellowship at West Suburban. And | delivered my 4
daughters there.

| have been employed by PCC Community Wellness Center, a Federally Qualified
Health Center caring for the patients on the west side and near west suburbs of
Chicago, seeing patients in the outpatient setting and following them to West Sub as
needed.

At West Suburban, | am a “full-scope family medicine provider,” which means | can
provide care for a patient’'s complete life cycle. | care for newborns, pediatric patients,
adolescents, adults, geriatric patients and pregnant patients— in both the outpatient
and inpatient settings.

When caring for pregnant patients in the hospital, | can manage their labor and
delivery, including if they need to have a cesarean section. Most hospitals do not
allow family medicine physicians to be privileged in operative obstetrics. At West
Suburban | can care for whole families with each family member’s needs being
addressed. That is good for our patients.

One of the joys of being a family medicine physician is the variety of patients and
cases. Working at a Federally Qualified Health Center, such as PCC, | am able to
care for patients with all kinds of backgrounds. This is a privilege that | appreciate and
am grateful | can follow their care as inpatients at West Suburban Medical Center.

As we plan for a change of ownership for West Suburban Medical Center, this is not the
first time I've been through this. I've seen some transitions go smoothly and benefit the
hospital. For example, Pipeline Health brought in the electronic health record, which was
long overdue for West Suburban.

We now have a new Buyer who has expressed interest in our hospital. I've heard he is
committed to putting money into the hospital. | hope that means some improved
infrastructure and further investment in the staff who care for our patients.

I’'m hopeful and | am supportive of the change of ownership at this time. Thank you.
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