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Testimony on the Proposed Closure of Mercy Hospital

Good Morning, I'm State Representative Theresa Mah. | represent the 2™ House
District in the IL General Assembly. My district is just a few blocks west of Mercy
Hospital but the Hospital might as well be in my district. So many of my
constituents in Chinatown, Armour Square, Bridgeport, and East Pilsen rely on this
hospital as the closest full-service hospital providing for their health care needs.

As a state legislator representing a large number of constituents within Mercy
Hospital’s service area and as a resident who myself relies on Mercy Hospital and
its physicians group as the provider of my own healthcare, | am strongly opposed
to the closure announced recently.

If Mercy Hospital were to close its doors, my constituents in the communities in
Chinatown, Armour Square, Pilsen and Bridgeport would be left without a
full-service hospital, and community members who are employed by the hospital
system would be left without jobs during an economic recession and an ongoing
pandemic.

Residents in the eastern part of my district, especially Chinese immigrant families
and seniors in Chinatown, are already challenged by various barriers to adequate
healthcare such as transportation and language access. The proposed closure
would increase these barriers significantly as residents would need to travel
farther and interact with hospital systems in other communities not prepared to
serve the specific needs of this population.

The nearest full-service hospitals are on average more than five miles away. 5
miles may not seem very far to the average person, but for the population |
represent—Chinese immigrants, many of whom are Limited English Proficient,
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senior citizens, transportation-challenged and from low-income families that rely
on the services of this community, safety-net hospital—5 miles may as well be on
a different planet. 5 miles is a matter of life or death, a matter of having access to
healthcare or none at all.

These factors that | just mentioned, immigrant status, English proficiency, distance
and access to transportation, income level—these are factors that contribute to
the social determinants of health that already make access to healthcare difficult
and contribute to the gaping racial health disparities that already exist in our
communities. These racial disparities in health care—that cut down the average
lifespan of our community members based on race, class and immigration status
should be what we are all working on to break down, not increase!

It is the height of irresponsibility; it is heartless and deeply detrimental to our
communities to propose this closure in the middle of a pandemic, especially one
that has already exposed the deep inequities that exist in our society. Closing this
hospital will only deepen those inequities, multiplying the health disparities,
because this closure absolutely disproportionately affects black, brown, poor,
elderly, and immigrant communities.

The availability of healthcare should not be based on profit calculations.
Healthcare is a human right and our communities’ welfare deserves to be
considered in these decisions that fundamentally affect their health.

| want to make sure it is absolutely clear and on the record that access to
healthcare is of utmost importance to me. It has always been a top priority for the
residents of my district. | believe it is unconscionable for a wealthy and profitable
parent company to close a hospital in a minority, low-income area during a
pandemic when other hospitals in wealthier areas under their ownership are
expanding and receiving investments for upgrades.

It is my hope that the IL Health Facilities and Services Review Board will deny the
current application to close Mercy Hospital. Thank you for your consideration.
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