GRAND PRAIRIE SERVICES

INTEGRATED HEALTHCARE

www.gpsbh.org

Access Department
Call

1-866-GPS-TODAY

1-866-477-8632

Fax (708) 596-6517

Administrative Center
17746 S. Ogk Park Avenue
Tinley Park, IL 60477
Phone (708) 444-1012

Fax (708) 614-7831

Fax (708) 614-9449

Maurice Fitts Page
Whole Health & Wellness
Heaith Center

450 West 14th Strect
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Phone (708) 985-3040

Fax (708) 474-8144

James Williams

Specialized Clinical Services

450 West 14th Street
Chicago Heights, IL 60411
Phone (708) 503-9670
Fax (708) 503-1218

Dr. Joseph Lassner
Family & Individual
Service Center and
Screening Assessment
Support Services (SASS)
19530 Kedzie Avenue
Flossmoor, IL 60422
Phone (708) 799-2200
Fax (708) 799-2711

Dr. Sonya Monroe
Health Promotion

and Prevention Services
16278 Prince Dnive
South Holland, IL 60473
Phone (708) 754-8815
Fax (708) 798-1315

Emergency Behavioral
Healthcare Center {EBHC)
67 East 34th Strect

Steger, IL 60475

Phone (708) 331-0500

Fax (708) 331-7590

Developmental Training
Tinley Park

17746 South Oak Park Avenue

Tinley Park, IL 60477
Phone (708) 444-1150
Fax (708) 444-1156
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Administrator

[llinois Health Facilities Planning Board
525 West Jefferson Street, Second Floor
Springfield, IL 62761

RE:  Letter of Support for the Palos Behavioral Acute Hospital Center

1 am writing in support of the establishment of the MIRA Neuro-Behavioral Health Center

for Children and Adolescents; an acute mental health hospital dedicated to caring for
children and adolescents in the southland community.

Inpatient behavioral health services are a valuable and integral part of the provision of
behavioral health services for youth and their families. Furthermore, inpatient behavioral
health services, when necessary, facilitate safe and effective recovery necessary for
continued growth and development of children and adolescents.

Grand Prairie Services (GPS) knows very well the importance of such services as we are
the primary provider of services for children, adolescents and their families who
experience psychiatric crisis. GPS responds to nearly 4,000 crisis calls annually for youth
and families residing in the southland community of Chicago and those residing near the
Indiana border. Unfortunately, many families lack adequate insurance benefits which may
impede the provision of inpatient psychiatric services in a child’s immediate community.

An inpatient psychiatric hospital for children and adolescents, which provides inpatient
psychiatric services regardiess of family income, socioeconomic status, and located in the
southland community, would reduce the barrier to access for children and their families as
they attempt to manage what often times is a very stressful and difficult family event. The
MIRA Neuro-Behavioral Health Center for Children and Adolescents which provides
inpatient psychiatric services for children and adolescents with a strong emphasis on
family engagement and support, would be a valuabie resource to the Southland
Community.

Very truly yours,

Mwwwew&

Sharronne Ward, Ed.D., LCPC
President and Chief Executive Officer
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